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EMPTY CONTAINER DECISION TREE

Did the container
previously hold a

hazardous material?
EMPTY CONTAINER DEFINITION

Liquids
Not a single drop of material can be 
removed by inverting or tilting the container

Solids and Semi-Solids Material cannot 
be removed from the container by
scraping or chipping

Aerosols
Contents and propellant are used to the 
maximum extent feasible under normal use

Container is 
NOT 

regulated
NO

Do you intend 
to reuse the

container in the
future to hold a

compatible 
waste?

Deface original 
label and 
apply new 
label 
identifying new 
contents.  

YES

Is the volume 
of the 

container 5
gallons or 

less?

YES

NO

Did the container hold an extremely hazardous 
material? https://safety.caltech.edu/

documents/13869/ca_extreme_hazwaste_list.pdf

NO

In your opinion, would 
putting the container in 

the trash pose a
hazard?

NO

Remove the cap or lid, 
deface the label, and 

place in the trash. Empty 
clean glass bottles can 

also be disposed in 
cardboard glass waste 

container.

Will rinsing 
the 

container 
remove the 

hazard?

YES

Rinse the container and 
save the rinsate as a 

hazardous waste

Put a Hazardous Waste Tag on 
the container.

The Accumulation Date the 
container was emptied.

The Chemical Name =
The chemical compostion of the

container's former contents.

 Place in SAA for collection.

YES

NO

YES

NO

Container is 
NOT 

regulated

YES

https://safety.caltech.edu/documents/13869/ca_extreme_hazwaste_list.pdf
sscanlon
Text Box
YES 



Condition?

No

Yes

Data

Process

Process
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